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Vertebrate
Carcharhinus melanopterus, commonly known as the blacktip reef shark is a type of shark that inhabits most tropical reefs in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. They prefer to live on shallow waters approximately 350 feet, by the edges of reefs and are known to reside in one location for several years before moving. These sharks can also be found in baby's or islands. Younger sharks are mostly found inshore and travel in large groups to increase their chances of survival. Reef sharks have only two dorsal fins that are black at the tip, the first is a common siting in the regions. Most grow to a height of 1.8 meters and have narrow cusped teeth, oval eyes and rounded snouts. These sharks have a black back and a white belly that help in camouflage both at the bottom of the ocean and its top. They mostly travel in schools across the Mediterranean and Atlantic Ocean. Blacktips prefer to travel in separate schools of makes and females unless it is mating season. 
The Blacktip Sharks feed mostly on shrimps, krill, boneless fish, squids, octopuses, sea birds and snakes. Their timid and shy nature does not pose a threat to human beings thus, no cases of fatalities by the reef sharks have been recorded. These sharks are a common pray for larger fish like hammerhead and tiger sharks. A female shark can produce two to five young ones on an annual or biannual cycle. Overfishing has however reduced the population and distribution of these sharks. Although not for commercial purposes, human beings mostly fish them for their liver oil, fins and their meat. Tourist divers along the Bahamas bait them in groups for the purpose of site seeing. While there hasn't been reports about habitat threats, researchers at Florida Atlantic University are evaluating their movements, habitat and population.
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